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This year marks the tenth anniversaryof the publication of the

descriptionof Coimbra-Filhoôstiti, Callicebuscoimbrai Kobayashi&

Langguth,1999, the last primate speciesto be discoveredin Brazilôs

Atlantic Forest. Originally known from a small handful of localities,

characterisedby extremesof habitat fragmentation,the specieswas

almost immediately classified as critically endangeredby the IUCN

(Hilton-Taylor, 2000). The new species,and its conservationstatus,

focused the attention of Brazilian primatologists onto a previously

unexplored corner of the Atlantic Forest, which has proven to be

unexpectedlyrich in habitatsandprimates,albeiton a relativelyreduced

scale. The resultsof the fieldwork conductedduring the first nine years

of thespeciesôsexistenceled to the reclassificationof its conservation

statustoñendangeredò(Veigaet al., 2008).
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Providing a reliable databasefor the developmentof conservation

strategiesis the primary focusof our currentfieldwork in the region,

which has two main themesïthe mappingof populationsand the

distribution of species,and the collection of data on ecologicaland

demographic parameters. The survey work can be considered

something of a success,considering the identification of literally

dozensof sites, primarily in the state of Sergipe, where remnant

populationsof C. coimbrai persist. On the otherhand,the specieshas

provento beunexpectedlyshy,andeffortsto capture,habituateor even

observeanimalson a regularbasishavemet with little successup to

now,althoughit is hopedthatongoingeffortswill eventuallyachievea

breakthroughof somekind.

A complementary research question is the ecological and

zoogeographicrelationshipof C. coimbrai with BarbaraBrownôstiti,

Callicebus barbarabrownae, which appearsto be endemic to the

Caatingascrubforest biome west of the Atlantic Forest,and is even

more endangeredthan C. coimbrai. Kobayashi& Langguth (1999)

proposedthat C. coimbrai wasendemicto the Atlantic Forest,andC.

barbarabrownaeto theCaatinga,a schemewhich hasbeenadoptedby

mostsubsequentauthors,but which hasno empiricalbasis,otherthan

thescantdataon their respectivegeographicranges. In additionto the

potential ecological insights of a better understandingof this

relationship,therearea numberof potentially importantimplications

for thedevelopmentof conservationstrategies.

While relatively few data were collected on either speciesuntil

somefive yearsago,therehasbeensomethingof a boomin fieldwork

in recentyears. Currently,morethana dozenresearchersareworking,

directly or indirectly, on field projects in Sergipeand neighbouring

areasof Bahia.

SteveFerrari

PAGExecutiveCommittee
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On going projects: Callicebusé Brazil
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Population surveys

Callicebus coimbrai

Study area: the States ofSergipe

and northern Bahia

Researchers involved: 

André Cunha (UFMG, Belo Horizonte); 

Eduardo Santos Jr. (UFS, São 

Cristóvão);  Plautino Laroque (ICMBio, 

João Pessoa); Leandro Jerusalinsky 

(ICMBio/UFPB, João Pessoa); Raone 

Beltrão-Mendes (UFS, São Cristóvão);  

Ronaldo Pereira (CODEVASF, 

Aracaju); Steve Ferrari (UFS, São 

Cristóvão); Valdineide Santana 

(SEMARH, Aracaju).

This is our basicdetectivework. Following the analysisof satellite

imagesand aerial photographs,we visit sites at which fragmentsof

forest habitat have been identified in order to confirm the possible

presence(or absence)of titis in local forests. Evidence is initially

gleanedfrom local residentsthroughnon-promptinginterviews(which

includethe useof imagesof animalsandrecordingsof vocalisations),

andwheneverthepresenceof titis is indicatedwith apparentreliability,

local habitats are surveyedqualitatively, using playbacks. At some

selectedsites, populationshave been surveyedquantitatively, using

standardline transectprocedures.

In somecasesïevenin relatively largefragmentsof forestïdirect

confirmationof the presenceof titis hasnot beenpossible,evenafter

multiple visits, and these sites have been recorded as ñprobable

occurrenceò,requiringfurtherconfirmation.

Continued on the next pageé
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To date, the presenceof

C. coimbrai has been

confirmedat morethanfifty

sites,principally in Sergipe,

but alsoin Bahia. At leastas

many other sites have been

recorded as ñprobable

occurrenceò. While the bulk

of records was collected

prior to 2006, new localities

havebeenaddedregularlyto

thelist sincethen.

Continuedé

On the other hand,

groupsof titis have been

recorded in small

fragments of well under

ten hectares,which was

unexpectedon thebasisof

known home range size.

This suggests that C.

coimbrai is relatively

tolerant of the effects of

habitat fragmentation, at

least over the short term,

although in at least one

case, the population

subsequentlydisappeared.
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Foraging behaviour ....


