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In this

issue,you will find out

about the ongoing

Guigó Minas research

project. It investigates

the behaviour,ecology

and communicationof

wild and captive

black-frontedtiti

ñPAGôs mission is to promote research and conservation of 

pitheciid primatesò

Golden-backed uakari (Cacajao melanocephalus)

Issue edited by Bezerra BM, Ferrari S, Boyle SA and Veiga LM
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Also, you

will seethe productsand

the perspectives of a

long-term study on black

(Chiropotessatanas) and

grey bearded sakis

(Chiropotesutahickae) in

the Tucuruí Reservoir in

Brazil.

Happy reading, everyone!!!
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Chiropotessp.

To learn more about PAG people, take a 

look on PAG website:

www.pitheciineactiongroup.org/pitheciine-

action-group_people.html

If you are a PAG member, please send us 
your biography so that we can include you 

on the website too!!

Thank you, 

Bruna Bezerra & Sarah Boyle 

J

(bruna@pitheciineactiongroup.org;

sarahannboyle@gmail.com)

Welcome the fourth edition of 

the PAG Newsletter. 

In addition,

there is updated

informationon theXIII

monkeys (Callicebusnigrifrons).

Preview:

Illustrations: Stephen Nash

Brazilian Primatological Conference!!

The eventwas originally scheduledfor

September 1-5, 2009 in Blumenau,

SantaCatarina, Brazil. However,it was

postponeddue to the high number of

H1N1 influenzacasesconfirmedin the

areaat themoment. A newdate for the

conference has already been

proposed!!!
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The conservation, behaviour and ecology of the black-fronted titi 

monkey (Callicebus nigrifrons) in Minas Gerais, Brazil

Study sites: Caraça Natural Reserve (20º05'S 43º29'W) and Inhotim (20º08'S 44º13'W)

Coordinators: CristianeCäsar(University of St Andrews,UK; PUC Minas, and Inhotim,

Brazil) andDr. RobertJ. Young(PUCMinas,Brazil)

Researchers involved:

Ph.D. Student: Cristiane Cäsar 

Masterôs students: Glênio P. Santos (PUC Minas)*; Christie M. F. Morais (PUC Minas)*

Undergraduatestudents: D. Guedes*; S. Q. Ferreira*; A. Nahur*; M. Assunção*; C. P.

Marcolino*; P. H. N. Silva*; M. L. C. Sena*; G. C. N. Soares*; C. G. Afonso*; R. V.

Santos*; (all from PUC Minas,Brazil) andE. S. Franco*(UnicentroIzabelaHendrix and

Inhotim,Brazil) *Indicatespaststudents.

Field assistant: Vandilso Farias

Researcherswith theProjetoGuigóMinashavestudiedtheblack-frontedtiti

monkey (Callicebusnigrifrons) in the wild since August 2003. The main goals of the

projectareto: 1) studythebehaviourandecologyof thespeciesïincludingreproduction,

migration, home range, communicationand cognition and; 2) provide training and

supervisenewresearchersin animalbehaviour.
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Continuedé

Thestudyof wild Callicebusnigrifrons beganin Caraçain 2003, with the

initial goal of mapping the locations of the Callicebus groups and habituatingthe

animalsfor behaviouralstudies. CaraçaNaturalReservehasa total areaof 11,000 ha

andis locatedin MinasGerais, southeasternBrazil, some125km from Belo Horizonte.

The region is formed by a mountaincomplex that separatesthe ñCerradoò(Brazilôs

savanna)andtheAtlantic Forest,in the south,anda zoneof transitionfromñCerradoò

to Atlantic Forest and ñCaatingaò(scrub forest), in the north. The majority of the

Atlantic Forestwithin thereserveconsistsof secondaryforest,andhasbeenre-growing

for thelast50years.

The projectôslong-term goal is to sustaina continuousfield study of

Callicebusnigrifrons, whereresearcherswould managea databasewith demographic,

behaviouralandecologicalinformationfrom differenttiti groups.

Caraça Natural Reserve. Photo: CristianeCäsar.



PAG Newsletter ïAugust 2009

Ongoing projects: Callicebusé Brazil

4

The ProjetoGuigó Minas hasreceivedfunding from severalagenciessuchas

PUC-Minas,RoyalZoologicalSocietyof Scotland,PrimateAction Fund(Conservation

International),and FAPEMIG. Eleven undergraduateand two postgraduatestudents

(MSc) have completedtheir researchprojectsat the study site. Both MSc students

successfullycompleted their projects in June 2008, focusing on the feeding and

foraging behaviourof black-fronted titi monkeys. The studentsmanagedto collect

severalhundredhoursof dataspreadover a continuous12-monthperiod. MSc Glênio

dosSantosstudiedthe feedingbehaviouranddiet of the titi studygroups. He focused

on whetherseasonandtime of dayaffectedtheforagingbehaviourof thespecies. MSc.

ChristieMoraisstudiedthefactorsthat influencedthedecisionof foragingtiti monkeys

to leave their usual food patchand find a new one. The studentsare now preparing

manuscriptsbasedon theirprojectsôresultsto besubmittedto primatejournals.

Continued on the next pageé

Photo: CristianeCäsar.
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